MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 7PM ON THURSDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER AT THE PORTMAN HALL


PRESENT :	Councillors	M Pomeroy 	-	Chairman (MP)
				I Suter		- 	Vice Chairman (IS)
				K Ridout
				R Harwood
				R Leadbeater
		Clerk		S Flack

In addition there were 2 members of the public present.


1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from S Murcer

2. Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensation

None

3. New Clerk Appointment

S Flack appointed on 1.8.26 - and present at meeting.

4. To Approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2026

Minutes Approved and signed by Chairman.

5. Matters Arising from Minutes

Church Centre Play Area Equipment – the repair/ replacement of the play area equipment was discussed and it was noted that this area was not the responsibility of the Parish Council and as such precept money would not be used for this purpose. It was agreed that IS would liaise with the Church Centre should they make any requests for assistance.

Age Friendly Dorset – The Parish Council agreed that it would be a good idea to be part of the pilot scheme provided there was no cost implication. 

6. Traffic

Following the decision to re-issue a traffic survey MP had drawn up a timetable going forward which had been distributed to all and was agreed.  MP would therefore print and distribute the agreed flyer to be included in the September Parish Magazine.  A question was raised as to whether the village residents actually wanted the Parish Council to be spending precept money on surveys.



7. Public Session

A member of the public raised the issue that Hine Town Lane was being used as a car park with vehicles being left close to junctions, in contravention of the highway code, causing access issues and potentially endangering all road users.  After discussion, which highlighted that this problem was also affecting other roads/areas in the village, it was agreed that there would be a reminder included in the next Parish Magazine for residents to be mindful of the potential problems caused by parking too close to junctions in contravention of the highway code, especially as the nights will be drawing in, and also being mindful of the children returning to school.

8. To receive a report from the Unitary Councillor

Not present at the meeting – apologies received.

9. Augustan Avenue football area proposal

The survey needed to be reviewed, but discussion took place regarding the possible installation of astroturf, which was decided against, and the overall cost implications including up-front costs involved for higher fences etc, and also upkeep costs for regular grass cutting / maintenance.  
This proposal came about due to children playing ball games in the road, following which no ball games signs had been erected, and it was also highlighted that maybe there was a case for traffic calming measures.

10. Neighbourhood Plan Update

The Chairman congratulated everyone involved with the Neighbourhood plan and reported that he had been advised that Shillingstone was the only plan that had only one amendment, and that everyone involved in bringing the plan together should be praised.  Following this is was agreed that the Plan would be fast tracked to conclusion ahead of next weeks deadline. 

11. Councillor Reports

Highways – MP report had been distributed and read.
· One SID had been sent away for repair, which would be followed up, but a request would be made to move one to cover the school area for the time being due the new school term starting.
The Cricket Club had been reminded that they were responsible for removing and disposing of their own waste.
Flooding project needed to be completed, but Dorset Council had instructed WSP to carry out flood investigations in Shillingstone and MP was waiting for a date for an appointment to meet with them.

Portman Hall
MOSS met on 16th August for the first time and there would be a follow up in October on a date to be determined, as they planned to meet every 2 months. They were looking at potentially publishing a book and a calendar.
Curry and Quiz night being held Saturday 5th September 2026.
Xmas fair being held Sunday 29th November.
A large fundraiser was being planned for March 2027 – date to be confirmed and published in due course - due to major works being required in the hall such as internal plumbing needing replacement and the boiler and oil tank needing upgrading/replacing.

One wreath to be ordered for Remembrance Sunday.

First Aid Course – it was agreed to check legal implications of running another course.

12. Standing Orders

It was agreed that a Staffing Committee was not required at present.
Discussion took place regarding the recruitment of someone to potentially do the ad hoc work required in the village now not being undertaken by the Clerk such as (but not limited to) de-fib checks / meeting contractors / property and equipment checks etc.  It was agreed to look into this and investigate the time required and work load.

13. Planning

[bookmark: _Hlk239415115]P/TRC/2026/04459	No Objection
P/TRC/2026/04278	No Objection

P/TRC/2026/02574	
All objections from previous application still relevant and will be re-submitted in addition to the height increase issues.

P/TRC/2026/03928
Following discussion Councillors to look at plans and revert with feedback by Monday 7th September so a response can be collated.

14. Finances

The following payments were all approved :

	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	

	01/07/2026
	Public Works Loan
	 £ 1,359.72 
	Loan repayment

	02/07/2026
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £    466.66 
	Mowing

	03/07/2026
	David Green
	 £       67.00 
	Expenses

	03/07/2026
	Life Education
	 £    165.00 
	Primary School Grant

	06/07/2026
	Steven Day
	 £    102.00 
	Quarterly Playground Inspection

	16/07/2026
	Wessex Internet Limited
	 £         1.20 
	Wi-fi access 

	17/07/2026
	Eden Landscapes
	 £    278.10 
	Mowing

	07/07/2026
	Lloyds Bank PLC
	 £         4.25 
	Service charge

	22/07/2026
	David Green
	 £       78.36 
	Expenses

	23/07/2026
	HMRC
	 £    658.18 
	PAYE

	23/07/2026
	TEEC Ltd
	 £       28.80 
	Planning Tracker

	24/07/2026
	Miss E Brecknock
	 £    162.25 
	Cleaning

	27/07/2026
	SSE Energy
	 £    100.51 
	Electricity

	28/07/2026
	David Green
	 £    849.89 
	Pay



	Date
	Payee Name
	 £ Total  
	

	03/08/2026
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	 £    466.66 
	Mowing

	03/08/2026
	Mark Pomeroy
	 £       37.63 
	Pavilion light

	07/08/2026
	Information Commission
	 £       47.00 
	Data protection fee

	13/08/2026
	Shillingstone PCC
	 £       84.00 
	Room hire

	13/08/2026
	Tim West
	 £       15.00 
	Computer assist

	17/08/2026
	Edens Landscapes
	 £    278.10 
	Mowing / Strimming

	17/08/2026
	Wessex Internet
	 £         1.20 
	Internet

	18/08/2026
	Service charge
	 £         4.25 
	Bank charge

	24/08/2026
	E Brecknock
	 £    176.24 
	Pavilion cleaning 

	24/08/2026
	S Flack
	 £    101.02 
	Induction mileage / ink

	24/08/2026
	Partnership security 
	 £       36.00 
	CCTV changes

	24/08/2026
	TEEC
	 £    187.20 
	Website hosting

	24/08/2026
	BDO
	 £    378.00 
	Audit Fee

	24/08/2026
	Partnership security 
	 £    144.00 
	CCTV changes



15. Recreation Ground Play Areas and Pavilion Report

· Strimming around play area equipment to be carried out
· Hedges to be cut in September
· New de-fib pads ordered and replaced at Pavilion
· Co-Op had been asked to consider installing an extra de-fib
· Last inspection report reviewed and agreed

16. Correspondence

Confirmed circulated as below :

[image: ]



17. Items for the next Agenda

· Standing Orders
· Street Sweeping
· Augustan Avenue Play Area
· Flooding
· Remembrance Day

18. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 1st October 2026 at the Portman Hall


Meeting closed at 9.05 PM
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DATE FROM TO DESCRIPTION

06/07/2026Climate & Ecological Emergency Support  ext Climate and Nature Action Support Meeting: Tues 14th July 12.30pm and June notes and vid

07/07/2026Tree Team DorsetCouncil  Application TPO/2026/0004

20/07/2026Dorset Highways OVERNIGHT TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF A357, SHILLINGSTONE

20/07/2026SNTC Fw: What's Happening in Stur - Town Newsletter August/September

22/07/2026Dorset Highways TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE, C100, OKEFORD FITZPAINE

28/07/2026Dorset Council  Dorset Council Planning and Building Control Town and Parish Council Forum – Tuesday 8 September 2026

28/07/2026Philip Reese, DC Shillingstone NP Review - examination

05/08/2026Dorset Council ALL Dorset Council Planning and Building Control Town and Parish Council Virtual Forum 

05/08/2026Dorset Highways ALL Temporary Traffic Regulation Order for Gains Cross, Shillingstone

05/08/2026DAPTC ALL Dorset Council Parking Review - Important and follow up 10.8

05/08/2026Dorset Council Planning ALL Planning application P/PABA2/2026/02574 - IN FILE

05/08/2026Steve Carnaby MP/IS/KR Shillingstone Neighbourhood Plan Review- Examiner determination procedural matters and questions IN FILE

06/08/2026Dorset CAN ALL Dorset CAN newsletter

06/08/2026DAPTC  ALL DAPTC newsletter

06/08/2026Dorset Council Planning ALL

Planning application tree felling P/TRC/2026/04278 - IN FILE

07/08/2026Dorset Council ALL Community Conversation Invite

10/08/2026Dorset Police ALL Community Contact Point @ The Exchange, Sturminster Newton : Fri 14 Aug 13:00

10/08/2026C Hart MP  Request for 2021 Assessment Records and Agenda Item - IN FILE

13/08/2026Dorset Council ALL Community Conversation briefing for parish councils in area 12

17/08/2026C Hart MP/IS Traffic / September Agenda IN FILE

18/08/2026Philip Reese DC MP/IS/KRDC Response to Neighbourhood Plan Review - IN FILE

18/08/2026Dorset Highways ALL Overnight closure of A357

18/08/2026Bob Yorath IS/MP Shillingstone Neighbourhood Plan & 20MPH limit - IS replied IN FILE

19/08/2026Dorset Council ALL Community Conversation briefing for parish councils in area 12

19/08/2026Dorset Planning ALL Dorset Council Planning and Building Control Town and Parish Council Forum – Tuesday 8 September 2026

20/08/2026Steve Murcer ALL Planning Briefing and Q&A 

24/08/2026Charmaine Mence ALL EV charging

24/08/2026Dorset Council ALL ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984, OVERNIGHT TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF A357, SHILLINGSTONE


